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– Yearsley) and the two-tiered Andale Andale! (V,5 – Silver/Davidson). 
Yearsley believes there is room for at least six more routes, so expect the 
canyon to get busy once it gets cold again.

197. Malcolm Bass on the first ascent of Zapatista (V,5). This was one of 10 new routes 
at the new Glen Coe ice venue Eilde Canyon discovered by Simon Yearsley and 
Malcolm Bass. (Simon Yearsley)

LINDSAY GRIFFIN

Afghanistan 2011
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In 2010 the High Hindu Kush and Pamir mountains of north-east Afghan-
istan, situated in that long finger of land known as the Wakhan Corridor, 

were visited by six climbing expeditions (half of which were British). In 
2011 the number was less, but this remote area is gradually being re-visited 
by climbers, who report meeting nothing but kindness, respect, and incred-
ible hospitality from the local people, in a wild region worlds apart from 
the on-going civil war. 

Peaks in the Wakhan were hugely popular from the 1960s until just 
before the Soviet invasion in December 1979. The majority of expeditions 
were European, and would often reach the area overland – via the ‘hippy 
trail’. They were enticed by generally easier access than found in other 
parts of the Himalaya-Karakoram, more stable weather than the Kara-
koram (which was closed until 1974), and the ability to climb unhampered, 
free from a restrictive permit system. 

Why Afghanistan today? The answer lies in the incredible wealth of 
unclimbed peaks below 6000m and the opportunity to penetrate glaciated 
valleys that no climbers have previously visited. Many of these peaks can 
be ascended by routes of modest difficulty, making them suitable for small 
teams of less technically driven mountaineers, with pioneering spirits, 
operating in a very lightweight style. Today’s access, via Tajikistan and 
a crossing of the Oxus to Ishkashim at the entrance to the Wakhan by a 
relatively-recently built 135m suspension bridge, avoids the now unsafe 
and more or less impractical route from the south. 

Close to the entrance to the Corridor stands Noshaq, at 7492m the 
highest mountain in the country and second highest in the entire Hindu 
Kush. This was climbed twice during 2011 by its technically straightfor-
ward west ridge. On 4 August, Tim Wood, with local guide Aziz Beg, 
became the first Australian to climb the mountain. On the 13th, Krzysztof 
Garolyna and Krzysztof Mularski, carrying on a long tradition of Polish 
climbing in the region, also reached the top. These are the sixth and seventh 
known ascents since before the Soviet invasion. 

Two more Poles, Klaudiusz Duda and Slawomir Kawecki, became the 
first to climb in the Mandaras group, a little east of Noshaq, since 1978. 
Snowfall thwarted their attempt to repeat the 1962 Polish route on Koh-
e-Nadir Sah (M4, 6814m). Instead they made the first ascent of the south 
ridge of M3 (6109m) at AD. This peak had been climbed previously: first 
in 1962 (Polish) via the north-west ridge, and twice in 1978 (Czechoslovak) 
– via the north-west and north-east ridges. 

Becky Coles and James Kitson from the UK spent many months in Asia, 
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and had already made an unsuccessful attempt on an unclimbed Tajikistan 
6000er by the time they arrived in the Wakhan’s Jurm valley. After stud-
ying a report by an Italian expedition that visited the valley in 1972, they 
felt there was still great potential for first ascents. However, unbeknown 
to them more Italians had climbed there in 1973, and Poles in 1977. Also, 
the 1972 report underestimated the height of the peaks summited by the 
expedition, and proved misleading as to the location of these summits. 
They ascended what they thought at the time was an unclimbed peak, but 
on returning home discovered that they had made the second ascent of 
Koh-e-Sauze (c5730m) by the west ridge at PD+. This was the same route 
as used by the Italians in 1972. 

Like other visitors to the Wakhan, Coles and Kitson were surprised at 
the ease by which logistics could be organised, and how accommodating 
local people were to mountaineers. They also were gratified to employ 
locals who were dignified, honest and generous. 

Much further up the Corridor, New Zealand sisters Christine Byrch and 
Pat Deavoll made the second ascent of Koh-e-Baba Tangi (6516m), the 
most easterly high peak of the Wakhan. The two made the first ascent 
of the north-west ridge and then descended the original route (Italians in 
1963) on the west ridge in a seven-day round trip from the glacier. Full 
details are recorded in Pat Deavoll’s article in this AJ, pages 16-26. 

198. Slawomir 
Kawecki on the 
ridge between M3 
and M3b. On the far 
side of the glacier 
lies the 1500m 
mixed north face 
of Koh-e-Mandaras 
(M8, 6331m) one of 
the great ascents 
of the Hindu Kush. 
It was climbed in 
1977 by Poles Piotr 
Jasinski, Marek 
Kowalczyk, and 
Andrzej Zawada, 
and Terry King (UK). 
(Klaudiusz Duda)

DICK ISHERWOOD
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Thanks are due to Lindsay Griffin, Anna Piunova, Christine Kyungmee Pae, 
and the climbers mentioned in this report for their help with information

Fifty expeditions had permits for climbing in Pakistan in 2011, though 
some may not have actually got there. This of course does not include 

trips to peaks below 6500m, for which permits are generally not needed.
For the third year in succession no one reached the summit of K2 from 

Pakistan, a fairly remarkable fact in today’s climbing world. Several parties 
climbed Broad Peak, Hidden Peak and Gasherbrum II. A large Czech party 
was successful on Spantik. Gerlinde Kaltenbrunner climbed K2 by the 
North Ridge route (i.e. from Xinjiang), reaching the summit on 23 August, 
to become the first woman to climb K2 without oxygen. She was accompa-
nied by Vassily Pivtsov, Maxut Zumayev and Darek Zaluski. She, Pivtsov 
and Zumayev have now joined the short list of 10 previous climbers who 
have done all fourteen 8000m peaks without oxygen. Pivtsov and Zumayev 
were making respectively their seventh and sixth attempts on K2. A Paki-
stan army helicopter carrying a team of Irish filmmakers set what is appar-
ently a record for high altitude helicopter filming, reaching 7162m while 
working on a film of the 2008 K2 disaster in which 11 climbers died.

Simone Moro, Cory Richards and Denis Urubko completed the first 
winter ascent of Gasherbrum II on 2 February in a three-day push from 
their base camp. They were helicoptered into their base camp. This is the 
first successful winter ascent of an 8000m peak in Pakistan. (See Moro’s 
account in this AJ, pages 59-62)

Another party, Louis Rousseau (Canadian), Gerfried Goschl (Austrian) 
and Alex Txikon (Spanish) attempted the first winter ascent of Gasher-
brum I (Hidden Peak). They walked into their base camp in seven days 
from Askole – not much longer than the standard summer time, though 
they had cached most of their gear there in the previous summer. They 
attempted a partial new route, starting up the SSW face of 7069m Gasher-
brum South, with the intention of crossing over the shoulder of this peak 
to join the original American 1958 route up the south-east ridge. At 6650m 
they encountered very hard steep ice and could not finish the face. They 
retreated and subsequently tried the Japanese couloir on the north side of the 
mountain above the Gasherbrum La (now the standard route) but retreated 
from 7050m in high winds.

At the time of writing, January 2012, winter expeditions are attempting 
K2 (Russian), Gasherbrum I (Polish) and Nanga Parbat (Urubko/Moro). 
This seems to be the new frontier, in Karakoram climbing in particular.


